Chap III.]         IDIQPSYCHOLOGICAL ETHICS.                  81

or trained to a certain coarse greediness, he may have been
susceptible of more vehement excitement from the prospect
of a little property, than from that of a great retaliation.
Possibly; but the moment we take this view of the case,
we judge it differently: we suspend the sentence of excep-
tional seventy, and begin to treat the act as rather an in-
sanity than a crime. But, so long as the impression of its
extraordinary dement continues, we assume, as the ground
of that opinion, that a famt inducement of pleasure was
allowed to set aside an intense shrinking of theaarioral sense.
And the immediate tendency of men to take this view
shows, that they do not leadily believe in constitutional in-
capacity for moral responsibility. A certain play of variety
in the temptations of different men, and a corresponding
margin of lenity m judging them, are freely allowed. But
the idiosyncracies of the prudential scale are always pre-
sumed to have a limit, and not to run out beyond the con-
ditions essential to a real probation; and until special proof
is furnished of maniacal distortion of feeling, we suppose
ourselves able to estimate approximately the seductive force
there may be in a purse of silver or a pair of shoes, when
set against the reverence for human life. Whether this pre-
sumption is well founded or not, is indifferent to our present
purpose; which is simply to interpret our moral sentiments,
to show what they imply, and what must stand or fall
with them. If there be no such thing as ill-desert at all,
and sane and insane are m the same moral category, it is an
illusion to discuss its degrees. But if it be a reality, then
its measure follows the rule which I have given. Accord-
ingly, all arguments in aggravation of punishment aim to
show, how monstrous has been the violation of moral order
on slight inducement; while the plea for mitigation mvari-'
ably is, that, whatever the offence, the temptation to it was
a fearful strain on human frailty. When we would picture to
ourselves a very prince of wickedness, to take the headship
of all evil, we place our Satan .on the original vantage-ground
of an angelic nature and a heavenly lot, that his fall may be
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